
 

Learn about the new Working Families Tax Credit (up to $1200)!  

You, your co-workers, and folks you work with may be eligible for this new tax credit for Individuals and families.  

Join the Coalition on Homelessness & Poverty Action for a FREE Case Manager training:  

 Wednesday, February 15 from 9-11 a.m.   

♥ VOTE ♥ in the Tuesday, February 14 ♥ Special Election♥ ! 
   

What better way to celebrate Valentine's Day than by exercising your voting rights and getting civically engaged?! 

     ♥ Seattle voters will vote on I-135 Social Housing Initiative 

     ♥ Enumclaw voters will vote on a School District Bond Measure 

     ♥ King County voters will vote on the King County Conservation District 

 

REMEMBER: People can still register to vote and vote in-person at a vote center up to and on Election Day! 
 Replace your ballot if you've misplaced it or never received it in the mail.   

Questions about voting? Call the helpful folks at King County Elections: (206) 296.VOTE.  

Ballots must be postmarked by February 14. Play it safe, and use a ballot drop box by 8 p.m. on Election Day.    



 

  
   

  
 

 

 

  
 

  
   

  

This week we are hosting TWO important convenings where you can learn, share, and take action: 

* Wednesday, February 15 is our free training about the new Washington state Working Families Tax Credit  

* Thursday, February 16 we gather for our monthly General Membership meeting from 9.00- 11.00 

a.m. with an Action-Packed Agenda (below).  This is WEEK SIX of the state legislative session: Policy 

Committee cut-off is Thursday, which means that we need you to Take Action TODAY so crucial bills make it 

out of policy committee and on to the rest of the legislative process.   

AGENDA for Thursday, February 16 General Membership Meeting: Register to join.  

 Legislative focus: Aged, Blind, and Disabled (ABD) & Housing and Essential Needs 
(HEN) programs. We'll provide the latest new from Olympia about three key bills: HB 1260, SB 5480, 

and SB 5413. Get a preview of our special Legislative Learning Session on Wednesday, 

February 21 to hear from YOU and folks you work with about HEN and ABD and connect you with 

advocacy to strengthen these programs that help people stabilize, stay housed, or secure help.  

   

 The end of the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency means some hard changes. We'll cover 
three:   
An end to the HEN waiver, no more auto-enrollment in Medicaid, and an end to Emergency 
SNAP food benefits (February 2023 is the final month). In March 2023, food benefits will decrease, 

returning to regular allotments based on income and other eligibility factors. To learn about new 

benefits amounts, call the DSHS Customer Service Contact Center at 877-501-2233 and choose the 

self-service option or log into your Client Benefit Account at WashingtonConnection.org.  

   

 Housing support for Youth and Families: Seattle Housing Authority will share important information 

about two programs. The Family Unification Program (FUP) provides housing vouchers and case 

support to families at risk of homelessness to prevent family separation, while the Foster Youth to 
Independence (FYI) Program provides housing vouchers and supports for youth who are aging out 

of the foster care system.   



 

Join us for our Membership meeting or training or 

drop me a note about how you're helping people 

exercise their voting rights or sign up for the Working 

Families Tax Credit. I'd love to hear how you're 

using the information, resources, and advocacy tools 

we share, and any suggestions you might have!  

~ Jody  

Senior Manager for Member and Civic Engagement  

 

 

Take Action on key bills today!  
THANK YOU for taking action. It will take ALL OF US to secure increased funding for the Housing Trust Fund, to prevent 

massive cuts to homelessness services due to decreased Document Recording Fee revenue, to pass good policies and 

stop bad proposals. Remember: even if you have already taken action on a bill, you can and should take action again. This 

is a long session, and lawmakers need to keep hearing from all of us!  Let's keep the pressure on so PEOPLE without 
HOMES are a PRIORITY in Olympia as bills move through the legislative process.   

We are focused on several bills to help people with disabilities gain housing stability, and strengthen the HEN and ABD 

programs: HB 1260, SB 5480, and SB 5413. As a recent Publicola article about HB 1260 explained, this bill will allow 

extremely low income disabled individuals to keep their Social Security back payments. Currently the state requires people 

to pay back Aged, Blind and Disabled benefits when they receive their Social Security back payments. Sara Robbins, the 

Coalition's Senior Policy Manager, told Publicola that when people finally get their federal disability benefits, “[t]hey have to 

pay back a few thousand dollars and people are devastated when they find out. That’s money that’s supposed to go to rent. 

Or paying people back that were helping them through their period of disability.”  

Please TAKE ACTION TODAY to urge your state lawmakers to vote YES on HB 1260. The email template is set to go 

to lawmakers who are on the House Appropriations Committee (where this bill needs a STRONG show of support). If your 

lawmakers are not on Appropriations. instead call the FREE Legislative Hotline (1-800-562-6000) to leave a message urging 

your TWO State Representatives to support HB 1260 and urge their colleagues on the Appropriations Committee to vote 

YES. The Hotline is staffed Monday - Friday from 8.00 a.m. - 7.00 p.m.    


